
CE report to Board, 19 October 2009 

C:\Documents and Settings\jason.brewster\My Documents\Downloads\Biii  - NHSR safeguarding 
children declaration FINAL 13 10 09 (1).doc 

NHS Rotherham 
 
Safeguarding Children 
 
NHS Rotherham is publishing this declaration to provide assurance about the 
Rotherham health service’s arrangements for safeguarding children. 
 
In July 2009 the Care Quality Commission published the findings of its review of 
arrangements in the NHS for safeguarding children.  The review reflected good 
progress, but also made recommendations about areas where further improvement 
needs to be made.  The Department of Health therefore asked all NHS organisations 
to assess their position against the findings of the CQC’s review, and to publish a 
declaration when they are satisfied that the necessary arrangements are in place. 
 
NHS Rotherham performs two important roles in safeguarding children: 
 

 as the commissioner of all the health services for the people of Rotherham, 
we need to be assured that all service providers have satisfactory 
safeguarding arrangements; 

 

 as the provider of community health services, we need to be assured that 
these services also have satisfactory safeguarding arrangements. 

 
This declaration therefore addresses these two functions. 
 
NHS Rotherham 
 
NHS Rotherham’s Board level executive director responsible for safeguarding 
children is the Director of Public Health, Dr John Radford. 
 
NHS Rotherham’s Board reviews safeguarding arrangements annually, and is 
supported in this by the Governance, Quality and Risk Committee.  There is a range 
of audits undertaken each year throughout the Rotherham NHS to assure NHS 
Rotherham and service providers that safeguarding arrangements are effective. 
 
NHS Rotherham has a designated doctor and designated nurse who provide clinical 
leadership and advice about safeguarding children.  These designated professionals 
are clear about their roles and have sufficient time allocated to perform them. 
 
Safeguarding policies and procedures are up to date and robust. 
 
NHS Rotherham has processes in place to work with service providers to ensure that 
their safeguarding arrangements are robust and effective.   
 
We have received reports from all major service providers about their safeguarding 
arrangements, including their compliance with the CQC’s recommendations.  We are 
assured that overall providers have the necessary arrangements in place.  We are 
assured that providers meet statutory requirements in relation to Criminal Records 
Bureau checks.  We are satisfied that providers have processes for flagging children 
about whom there are safeguarding concerns.  A robust process for following up 
children who miss outpatient appointments is in place at The Rotherham NHS 
Foundation Trust.   
 
We are assured that providers’ staff are trained to level 1 and that providers are 
reviewing training arrangements to ensure that all staff requiring higher level training 
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receive such training.  All NHS Rotherham staff have undertaken and are up to date 
with safeguarding training at level 1, and, for the small number of staff for whom this 
is necessary, this is also the case at the higher levels.   
 
We are strengthening all aspects of our performance management arrangements 
with service providers to ensure that these take account of all aspect of service 
quality, including safeguarding children. 
 
NHS Rotherham ensures that GP practices and staff have robust systems and 
practices in place to ensure they can fulfil their role in safeguarding children 
 
Rotherham Community Health Services (RCHS) 
 
RCHS is NHS Rotherham’s provider arm.  It is responsible for a wide range of 
community health services, including services for children and young people.   
 
RCHS’s Managing Director and Chief Nurse, Kath Henderson, has overall executive 
responsibility for the service’s safeguarding children arrangements. 
 
The RCHS Committee is responsible for ensuring that RCHS’s safeguarding 
arrangements are effective, and is supported in this by the RCHS Integrated 
Governance Committee.  These are new arrangements introduced in 2009.  We are 
assured that they are robust and effective.  RCHS undertakes a range of audits each 
year to provide assurance about safeguarding children arrangements. 
 
RCHS’s medical director is the named doctor who provides clinical leadership and 
advice about safeguarding children.    RCHS has a named nurse who is similarly 
responsible for providing clinical leadership and advice about safeguarding children.  
These named professionals are clear about their roles and have sufficient time 
allocated to perform them. 
 
RCHS’s safeguarding policies and procedures are up to date and robust. 
 
RCHS meets statutory requirements in relation to Criminal Records Bureau checks. 
 
RCHS has processes for flagging children’s records about whom there are 
safeguarding concerns, and processes for following up children who miss 
appointments. 
 
All RCHS staff have undertaken and are up to date with safeguarding training at level 
1.  For staff who are required to undertake training to a higher level compliance has 
been achieved.  Training arrangements remain under review in order to ensure that 
all staff undertake the necessary training. 
 
 
 
 
Andy Buck 
Chief Executive 
on behalf of the NHS Rotherham Board 
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